
 

Sports 

HIGH SCHOOL FIELD HOCKEY: Lawrenceville beats WW-P 
North to head to MCT final 
 
Thursday, October 27, 2011 
 
By RICH FISHER 
For The Trentonian 

 

 

 
 
WEST WINDSOR — The Lawrenceville School field hockey team is back in the Mercer County 
Tournament and back in the finals. 
 
The third-seeded Big Red advanced with a 5-2 victory over second-seeded West Windsor-Plainsboro 
North during a steady rain in last night’s semifinals at Mercer County Community College. 
 
“This feels great,” said Nikki Rivera, who collected a goal and an assist. “We haven’t been in this 
tournament in a couple of years, so it’s great for our first year back in a while to be in the finals. It really 
played out for Big Red.” 
 
“It’s been our goal from the beginning,” said Eliza Becker, who had two goals and an assist. “It’s definitely 
exciting.” 
 
Lawrenceville (12-3) will take on last night’s Hopewell Valley-Robbinsville winner at Rider tomorrow, as it 
makes its first finals appearance since losing to Peddie in 2000. 
 
The Big Red looked like a team on a mission. 
 



After several slow starts recently, they stormed to a usually safe 3-0 lead on goals from Becker (just 3:37 
into play), Rivera (on a penalty stroke) and Megan McLaughlin. WW-P North, however, is not your usual 
team, and the gritty Northern Knights (14-4) gave themselves some momentum when Devin Brakel tallied 
just two minutes after Jones scored. The Knights made it even tighter just after intermission when Brakel 
set up Kayla Foster to make it 3-2. 
 
“They’re a good team, they were always a threat to come back,” Becker said. “We knew no matter what, 
we had to keep fighting and it wouldn’t be easy. But we stuck in there.” 
 
Just 3:17 later, McLaughlin scored her second of the game off a Becker assist and Lawrenceville 
regained some momentum. 
 
“That definitely re-assured us we could keep scoring,” Becker said. “It kept the team up.” 
 
“That was great,” Rivera added. “We were so proud of her for getting her stick on that ball, putting it in 
and being scrappy in the circle.” 
 
Rivera and Becker combined for the final goal to safely put it away late in the game, and both players felt 
the strong start was key. 
 
 “I’m proud of our forwards, our passing combinations,” Rivera said. “We were really on and we got a lot 
of goals early. We didn’t really know much about West Windsor North but no matter what, we always 
come out hard whether we know anything about the team or we don’t.” 
 
“We tried to get ready to get up that fast, because we haven’t in our last two games,” added Becker. “It 
was a goal to get in there and start scoring quick.” 
 
Another goal is to win an MCT title. 
 
“For the past few years it’s been a bummer not being able to compare ourselves to the teams around us,” 
Becker said. “This gives up an opportunity.” 
 
And so far, they’re loving the comparisons. 
 
Lawrenceville (12-3) 2 3 — 5 
 
WW-Plainsboro North (14-4) 1 1 — 2 
 
Goals: L—McLaughlin 2, Becker 2, Rivera. W—Brakel, Foster. Assists: L—Jones, Culhane, Becker, 
Rivera. W—Harpel 2, Brakel. Shots: L—10, W—6. Saves: L—Ogg 4. W—Bush 5. 
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